closing of weak or uneconomical units, and generally to frustrate efforts at reform. Legislative action is necessary, in his view, to reduce the power of the faculty and increase that of presidents and governing boards, thereby presumably restoring to universities the sense of unity and purpose that they need in order to meet the challenges of the present and the future.
There is truth in Clark's account, but it distorts both past and present, and sometimes it is simply wrong. For example, it has been years since legislation banning faculty unions in British Columbia was repealed, and the faculty of UBC is now unionized. More startling than this kind of oversight is Clark's failure to analyse the sources of unhappiness with the top-down form of management, and, in this context, to discuss the dismissal of the historian Harry Crowe from United College in 1958 and its crucial significance for the Canadian professoriate.
This book demonstrates clearly that generalizing about universities and their history is difficult and dangerous. Their origins and development continue to divide them, as Clark found in Nova Scotia. The fact of provincial jurisdiction has shaped them all and does so still. Clark fails to give adequate weight to this fact. He cites approvingly the harsh but presumably salutary way in which New Zealand has dealt with its universities, but he does not dwell on the differences between a centralized country and a federation and their effects on the universities in each. Clark's prescriptions for change might have a chance in New Zealand, but in Canada they are unlikely to make much headway. If I had a nickel for every student who asked me the purpose of studying history and theory, or the practical merits of Canadian Studies, I'd be a rich man. My introductory lectures now involve extensive discussions of the obvious (to me) power of understanding historical methodology and argument; on how, in interdisciplinary fashion, deconstructing Canada as a socio-historical idea can articulate one's identity in a post-postmodern world; and how both can sharpen the perceiver's judgment and perhaps effect a more humane world. With this perspective, I read Counting Out the Scholars with interest. The book was rewarding, as it details and explains with considerable authority a well-travelled and discussed crisis in postsecondary institutions today. This book analyses a patently integral issue in the well-being of the modern university. Those who teach in universities already know bits and pieces xxxxxxxx
